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On July 25, during a presentation of the World Bank's 1990 report on development, economists
at the Colegio de Mexico said that while the report offers alternatives to combat poverty, it does
not examine the causes of poverty. Consequently, the Bank's promotion of anti-poverty strategies
and its commitment to reducing poverty world-wide are questionable. Notimex cited participants
of the seminar who said the World Bank report emphasizes Chile as an example of successful
economic development, while failing to point out the high social costs of Chile's "achievements."
Robert L. Ayres, a member of the World Bank team who authored the report, said that poverty
has been reduced with greatest success and speed when nations apply a dual-pronged strategy.
First, he said, is a growth model that makes productive use of labor, the most abundant resource
held by the poor. Another requirement, he said, is to facilitate access by the poor to a broad range
of social services, especially in the areas of health and education. President of Mexico's Economic
Research and Teaching Center (CIDE), Carlos Bazdresch, said the report demonstrated a clear
reticence to discuss the causes of poverty. In addition, he said, the report placed little emphasis
on environmental aspects, and on problems of governability in Latin America and Africa. General
manager for the northern region of PRONASOL, Mario Luis Fuentes, said the problem of poverty
in Mexico is heterogeneous, and affects mainly the rural population. He added that 17 to 18 million
Mexicans live in extreme poverty, 12% of the labor force is unemployed, and 14 million do not have
access to health care. According to Fuentes, "all social sectors" must participate in efforts to reduce
poverty, he said. Director of the Colegio de Mexico's Economic Studies Center, Adalberto Garcia,
commented that foreign aid provided by international financial institutions is not channeled to the
world's most impoverished nations, but rather to those of medium and high per capita income. He
added that the World Bank's sudden great interest in reducing poverty is curious, given that this
problem has been around for a long time. (Basic data from Notimex, 07/25/90)
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